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wren on a pole. On the evening of the last day of the year
the King and all who had hunted the wren marched through
the streets of the town to the light of torches, with drums
beating and fifes playing in front of them. At the door
of every house they stopped, and one of them wrote with
chalk on the door vive le roi f with the number of the year
which was about to begin. On the morning of Twelfth Day
the King again marched in procession with great pomp,
wearing a crown and a blue mantle and carrying a sceptre.
In front of him was borne the wren fastened to the top of a
pole, which was adorned with a verdant wreath of olive, of oak,
and sometimes of mistletoe grown on an oak. After hearing
high mass in the parish church of St Vincent, surrounded by
his officers and guards, the King visited the bishop, the mayor,
the magistrates, and the chief inhabitants, collecting money to
defray the expenses of the royal banquet which took place
in the evening and wound up with a dance.1 At Entraigues
men and boys used to hunt the wren on Christmas Eve.
When they caught one alive they presented it to the priest,
who, after the midnight mass, set the bird free in the church.
At Mirabeau the priest blessed the bird. If the men failed
to catch a wren and the women succeeded in doing so, the
women had the right to mock and insult the men, and to
blacken their faces with mud and soot, when they caught
them.2 At La Ciotat, near Marseilles, a large body of men
armed with swords and pistols used to hunt the wren every
year about the end of December. When a wren was caught
it was hung on the middle of a pole, which two men carried,
as if it were a heavy burden. Thus they paraded round the
town ; the bird was weighed in a great pair of scales; and
then the company sat down to table and made merry.8
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